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Welcome to your first newsletter from the team at Flexitable 
 

We hope you like our format and would love to hear from you. We value your opinions and if you would be 
interested in a traditional 12 x 12 grid or have other needs you would like us to address, then please contact us. We 
would also like to hear about how you use our tables in your own teaching. Have you any tips/suggestions to pass onto 

other teachers? All your comments and ideas would be welcome! 

Feb 2010 

Marie E. Towersey, HOD Mathematicsé ñThe Flexitables are great! I teach at an EBD school, and pupils 
with short attention spans sometimes enjoy just holding them, like a security blanket.  They are not destructible like 
paper, so all of them have survived, except for one that a boy put a pencil through. I would recommend they be 
printed in other colours, just to make them more interesting.ò 
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AN OPPORTUNITY TO EMBED LEARNING IN VISUAL AND 

KINAESTHETIC WAYSé Julie Bennett, Bedfordshire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They will be useful for schools since they are durable and reusable. They are just the right size to hold and fold during  
the learning session. It has recently been noted in research that gaze aversion may aid the learning process and in my 
experience learners with dyslexia and ADHD often need something to handle and manipulate in order to focus on the 
current learning task. If that task in hand is numeracy then what better than a Flexitable.  

 
For Literacy, Flexisound is a new idea which could be useful to 
older learners and teachers. 
 

In the light of the recent governmental developments regarding 
systematic/synthetic phonics these charts will prove to be a 
useful tool for teachers. The idea of using Flexisounds as a basis 
for games such as bingo would aid phonemic awareness. With 
chart 1A you can hold 40 sounds on just one Flexisounds chart 
rather than in a whole folder of information. 
 

The alphabet is set out as an arc on table 1B which is a helpful 
way of enabling learners to see the entirety of the alphabet at 
once. This can be used to assist in developing sequencing skills. 
1B also serves the purpose of offering common words; this will be 
useful for starter readers and writers. The font chosen for the 

letters is clear and legible. 

For the teaching of mathematics, Flexitables offer a range 
of kinaesthetic opportunities for learning. They are particularly  
useful for learners who have difficulty tracking (following their eyes 
across a line of information); and for those who have dyslexia and/or dyscalculia. 
 



ALL PLUSES AND NO MINUSES 
 

Juliet Smith spoke to Elli Harrington, Director of Smartkids Learning Success Centre. A Cognitive Specialist, 

National Literacy Trainer (THRASS), Specialist Teacher (Dyslexia) and Senior Screener (IRLEN) 

¶ Flexitable is an ingenious classroom resource that can help children develop four essential mathematical 
operations. The tables are simplicity itself, comprising of a small grid, sized 20cm squared with vertical and 
horizontal channels moulded into soft, pliable plastic. 

¶ The idea behind the tables is for them to be continually folded and unfolded again and again - allowing 
children to find the answers to mathematical problems requiring 
the use of addition / subtraction and multiplication / division. 

¶ Flexitables can make lessons more interactive with 
pupils allowing them to enjoy maths and explore 
numbers so that they can discover square roots, 
understand that division is the opposite of multiplication 
and realise the relationship between odd and even 
numbers. 

¶ Each grid has the numbers 1 to 10 running across the 
top and down the left side. For the multiplication / 
division table the numbers are in red. For the addition / 

subtraction table they are orange. 

Elli continuedé 
ñBecause the tables make mathematical processes concrete, they offer 
me a means to model mathematical processes and my pupils a means 
to externalise their thinking about them. This externalising isnôt just 
visual either; itôs tactile too. Children can physically manipulate the 
tables - a real boon, Iôve found, when teaching those with ADHD and 
Aspergerõs Syndrome. 
 

So you can see how these tables help me promote active learning. By 
externalising mathematical thinking (mine as well as my pupils), they 
provide a focus for my dialogue and interaction with the children. 
 
A genuinely multimedia interaction too: these tables help me to 
exploit the triad of learning styles - visual, auditory and kinaesthetic.ò 

 
 

So what do you value most about the tables?... 
ñItôs the mathematical insight they help us to build, both with young children starting out on mathematics and with 
those of any age struggling with the basics. Similarly, in the process itôs the all-round confidence the tables help us to 

build as well. Insight and confidence are of course vital ingredients (and vital measures too) of independent learning.ò 

òFlexitable Maths Grids are a means of learning - a learning tool. When it comes to learning about multiplication  
and division or addition and subtraction these grids win hands down every time. This is true right across the  

ability-board, from gifted and talented children to those with learning difficulties.ò 
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Is there a downside to the tables?... 
 

No. Well, nothing that Iôve found in the years that I have been using them.ò 
 
Although the tables look very low tech, they work on a remarkably simple principle. This simplicity is what makes 
them so special. They are not expensive; they last a long time; are small enough to be taken easily from home to 
school and back again; and are incredibly easy to use. 
 
Children of all abilities often struggle with the basics of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division and without 
an understanding of these four principles any mathematical problem will seem impossible. These four operations are 
the foundation stones of all mathematics so anything that can help children learn and develop them  
is a must-have. 
 
 

 

Multiplication / Division 
 

The red numbers that run across the top of the grid and 
down the far left-hand side act as the multipliers and 
multiplicands in multiplication. In division they act as the 
divisors and quotients. 
 
For the multiplication/division table all the children have to 
do is fold the table under and alongside the two numbers 
they are working with. 
 
So, for example if the question was ówhat is 7 x 6?ô the 
children would fold the table under the number 7 running 
horizontally from the left and next to the number 6 running 
vertically from the top. The answer (42) is then shown in the 
bottom right-hand corner. 
             

 
 
 

Addition / Subtraction 
 

The orange numbers that run across the top of the grid and 
down the far left-hand side act as the addends in addition. 
In subtraction they act as the subtrahends and differences. 
 
As with the multiplication/division table, all the children have 
to do is fold the table under and alongside the two numbers 
they are working with. 
 
The addition/subtraction table can also be used to find 
number patterns. 

é ALL PLUSES AND NO MINUSES 
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For more information about Flexitables and the 
range of products that we offer, please contact: 

 

Web: www.flexitable.co.uk Email: cpl.flex@virgin.net 
 

Tel: 01604 648111 Fax: 01604 648777 

 

 

If youôre looking for support and resources to support Dyslexia, then take a look at the First News My Way! Dyslexia 

campaign fronted by US actor Henry Winkler (The Fonz from Happy Days).www.firstnews.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

What to do books from Steve Chinn 

New from Steve Chinn a series of five books covering the 
important core mathematical skills.  These books offer students 
with maths difficulties practical strategies to overcoming problems. 
 

Prices: £11.50 each + £2.50 postage. 
Set of 5: £50.00 + £5 postage 
 

Contact: SEN Marketing, 618 Leeds Road, Outwood, Wakefield 
WF1 2 LT. Tel/Fax: 01924 871697 

Email: sales@senbooks.co.uk. Web: www.senbooks.co.uk 

¶ Fractions / Percentage / Decimals  

¶ 100 Square 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Interactive Activity CD 
 
To support the use of our tables, we now offer a CD packed full of 72 activity plans 
in PDF and MS Word format. All the activities are linked to the Primary Framework 
for Mathematics and include ideas to support assessment and learning 
enrichment. There are 18 plans for each of the following tables: 
 

¶ Multiplication / Division  

¶ Addition / Subtraction  
 

Training videos in Quicktime and Flash format for each subject excluding the 100 
square due to the many books that are already available for this grid. For more 
information or to order your copy, visit www.flexitable.co.uk, £ 8.65 + post + VAT 

Dyslexia link 
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